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Claudius®’., Again, ‘Deus Ex Machina’.

The conflict over power - not simply a conflict between two powers
- is also the subject of his recent story, ‘Fulfillment’, which, commen-
cing fromanauthoritarian viewpoint, arrives awkwardly at a humanist -
ic solution.

*Fulfillment' seems a good portent in a couple of ways. For one, van
Vogt once again displays in it his old freshness of writing, that pleas-
urable sharpness of prose which has been missing from so many of his
recent stories. Then, too, its conclusion speaks well for the future. 1
believe that van Vogt has a genuine impulse to truth. He also has an
ingenious mind. Unfortunately, the two often seem to be at odds with
each other.

v ADDENDA

Some very brief accounis of Hubbard’'s statements and activities
while he was in Los Angeles may be found in the Los Angeles Science
Fantasy Society minutes published in Shangri-La's 5, 6, and 7; mostly
confined to statements he made during meetings of the club.

‘The Authoritarian Personality', by T. W. Adorno, et. al., is part of
the ‘Studies in Prejudice' series; published by Harper & Erothers, 1950.
My statements about the authoritarian basis of dianetics have also ap-
peared, in a different form, in Rhodomagnetic Digest, October-Novem~-
ber, 1951, issue, under a group-name for myself and some friends.

For an interesting discussion of the relation of the mystic trance to
general semantics' ‘semantic pause’, see the Autumn, 1951, issue of
ETC.: A Review of General Semantics, an article by Charles Morris
entitled ‘Comments on Mysticism and Its Language'. Kenneth Burke,
in his book, ‘Attitudes Toward History', also gives a description of the
physiological mechanism involved in the mystic trance - quoted in his
book, ‘Grammar of Motives’ - which one suspects is equally applicable
to the ‘semantic pause’.

Some of the suggestions as to the nature of general semantics includ~
ed here were suggested to me by Kenneth B.nnell. He has written one
paper onthefauthoritarian basis of general semantics and is working on
another in which he will demonstrate the similarity of the social forces
behind general semantics and nominalism, which arose with the break-
down of feudal society - just as general semantics seems to be connec~
ted with thegdissolution of the middle class in the United States. The
first paper was submitted to ETC., but was rejected by its editor as
being ‘too limited in its appeal’ to justify printing.

My remarks about general semantics should not be taken as a crit-
icism of semantics as a research science; nor as a criticism of phil-
ology, linguistics, metalinguistics, or similar studies. I am speaking
of general semantics as a movement.

have published a May issue, but (inasmuch as, in general, it
is receipt of the current issue that brings out ads for the
next) 1t would have had only about 2 pages of ads. I'm not
that much of a philanthropist -- and the 1ssue would have
disappointed you anyway.

Regarding SFA's responsibility to advertisers whan an
issue 1s delayed: 1f the delay occurs before printing, I
will give each advertiser the opportunity of withdrawing or
revising his ad. If it occurs after the copy has left my
hands, I will tsake a very dim view of demands for refunds.
SFA loses a considerable sum each issue and cannot survive
many such additional losses. I want to thank each advertiser
and subscriber who has not held me personally (ami financlal-
ly) responsible for the recent unfortunate delay. the editor
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